
 
Antwerp Vleeshuis Museum 
Invertory Number 

AV.2000.001.072 
Common name / Nominal Pitch English horn in F 
Type or system Triebert system 4, with some particularities. 
Maker Triebert 
Mark, inscriptions  BREVETE / (barbican-tower with three merlons) / TRIEBERT / A PARIS  

– on all three parts; 
KVCA – on top and middle joint; 
ConVl Conservatorium / Antwerpen  – on bell; 
M A – engraved on top and middle joint. 

Serial number  
Place of origin Paris 
Date of making Middle of the 19th century. 
Materials Probably rosewood, with nickel silver keywork. 
MEASUREMENTS:  
Body Length 791mm 
Top Joint length (body + tenon) 323.5mm + 22.5mm 
Middle Joint length (body +tenon) 304.5mm + 24.9mm 
Bell length 163.2mm 
Acoustic Length 461.6mm 
BORE:  
Minimal bore  5.5mm 
Reed well diameter  7.7mm 
Reed or crook well depth (if 
cylindrical) 

24.1mm 
Bore at end of Top Joint 12.0mm 
Bore at top of Middle Joint 12.1mm 
Bore at end of Middle Joint  18.0mm 
Bore at top of Bell  18.1mm 
TECHNICAL 
DESCRIPTION: 

Elaborated system 4 keywork, with two manual octave keys. Half-hole 
plateau system refers to the 1850s. 
Atypical butterfly key for left E♭and low B. Forked F vent hole on an 
unusual place on the left of the body. Key closes for E and D and opens for 
forked F. Connection of the ring key for R3 with low C key, for high D 
improvement. Typical Triebert ‘serpent’ connection of the long axle with 
the B key on bell. 
Third hole doubled, with finger cove.  
Keyhead type: round, slighty domed. 

Faults  See remarks. Good general condition. Grease box missing. 
Case The present case is likely original. It seems to be a late 19th century model.  
Playing Accessories Bocal present, unlikely to be original. Reed case present, max. reed length 

65mm. Reed, not original, for display only.  
Usable Pitch A=c435 Hz with present bocal, and a reed: total length 56mm / 27mm 

English horn staple / tip width 8.7mm. 



Performance Characteristics The instrument is not in good playing condition. Only a basic scale could be 
produced due to failing keywork, despite a pleasant and warm sound. 

Specific usage / Antecedents The engraving MA refers to previous ownership of the Muziekschool 
Antwerpen, before 1894. After this date the institute became the Antwerp 
Royal Conservatoire. 

Further information on maker Waterhouse (1993) pp.403-4. 
Giannini (2005) pp.49-90. 
Ventzke (1985) pp.277-9 
Triebert (1855) pp.4-7. 

Specific literature Reference about 
this instrument  
Illustration reference  
General literature (about this type 
of instrument) 

 
Comparable instruments  
Remarks This instrument could be a modernised version of an older instrument, 

hence the several indications of modernisation: several holes are filled, 
showing traces of earlier keywork. The butterfly key is possibly a 
modernised version of an earlier ‘kidney’ version. The half-hole system 
belongs to earlier models. 
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